
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Office of the Provost and Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs

Swanlund Administration Building
601 East John Street

Champaign, IL 61820

June 7, 2004

O. VernonBurton, Chair
SenateCommitteeon EducationalPolicy
Officeof the Senate
228 EnglishBuilding,MC-461

Dear ProfessorBurton:

Enclosedare copies of a revisedproposal trom the Collegeof AppliedLife Studies for
the Revisionofthe UndergraduateCurriculumin the Departmentof LeisureStudies.

This revisionis in responseto questionsraisedby the SenateEducationalPolicy
Subcommitteeat the May 3, 2004 meeting.

Sincerely,

~A ikJd,tf
KeithA. Marshall,Ph.D.
AssistantProvost

Enclosures

c: K.Bloom
C. Livingstone
C. McDonald
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telephone 217-333-6677. fax 217-244-5639
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Wednesday, May 12, 2004

Keith Marshall
Assistant Provost

Swanlund Administration Building
MC - 304

Keith:

The Departmentof Leisure Studies of the College of Applied Life Studies has addressed
the issues raised by the Senate EducationalPolicy committee with regardto the following
proposal:

Revision of the Undergraduate Curriculum in the Department of Leisure Studies.

,--.. If further information is needed, please let me know.

Sincerely,

,-') .' "

. --,r\ ""I ,r-,,", )
t,,',.,,':., _).(..'0\"""-

Kristi Bloom
Assistant Dean

-----

Community Health. Kinesiology. Leisure Studies. Speech & Hearing Scienc£ .Rehabilitation Education Services

telephone217-333-2131 .fax 217-333-0404. url http://www,als,uiuc.edu
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of Leisure Studies

College of Applied Life Studies
104 Huff Hall
1206 South Fourth Street

Champaign, IL 61820

I

MEMORANDUM

~

Kristi Bloom, AssistantDean for AcademicAffairs
College of Applied Life Studies

From: Cary McDonald,Head Vfv\
Departmentof LeisureStudies

To:

Date: April 21, 2004

Re: UndergraduateCurriculum-Revisions

Based on commentsreceived fromthe FacultySenate's EducationalPolicy Sub-
Committee,the Departmentof LeisureStudieshasmade revisionsto the attached
proposal. These revisionsfocuson clarifyingthe intentof the "ForeignLanguage"
designationin the curriculumsheetsand the recommendationof includingthe curriculum
as it would appearin the CurriculumCatalogue(AppendixII). Please let me know if
other documentationis needed from the departmentin supportof this request. Thank you
for your help in this matter.

Appendices are available for review
in the Senate Office.

- --~

---

telephone 217-333-4410. fax 217-244-1935
url http://www.1eisurestudies.uiuc.edu
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PROPOSAL TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY

TITLE OF THE PROPOSAL: Revisionof the UndergraduateCurriculumin the
Departmentof Leisure Studies,Collegeof AppliedLife Studies

SPONSOR: Collegeof AppliedLife Studies
Departmentof LeisureStudies
Contact: Dr. Cary McDonald,Head

104HuffHall, 333-4410

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: TheDepartmentof LeisureStudiesmaintainsan excellent
reputation for the developmentof undergraduateswho soonobtain leadershippositions in
the private and public sectorsof the leisureserviceindustry. Revisionof the
undergraduatecurriculumin leisurestudies is beingproposedto set new standardsfor
undergraduateeducationfor the leisurestudiesfield. Thesechangeshave occurred
incrementallywithin the LeisureStudiescurriculumoverthe past few years, and this
proposal seeks fonnal approvalofthe changes.Specifically,the revisedprogram ensures
that each student is providedthe opportunityto acquire: (1) a strongtheoretical
understandingof the antecedentsand consequencesof leisuregroundedin a social
scienceperspective, (2) the managerialknowledgerequiredfor the operationof leisure
service agencies,and (3) the abilityto independentlyconductappliedresearchrequired
for professionalpractice. The curriculumprovidesa balanceamongsocial science and
managementcontent and a theoreticalbase forprofessionalpreparation. The proposed
curriculumcan be found in Appendix1.

The major changesbeing proposedinclude:
1. Total hoursrequired for graduation(128 hours)remainthe same;however, the

hours for specificcomponentsof the programhave changed.
a. Generaleducationhours havebeen reducedfrom 51 to 41 hours, although

the curriculumcontinuesto exceedthe GeneralEducationCouncil
standards. In addition,thereare severalcourseswithin LeisureStudies
Core Requirementsdesignatedas GeneralEducationstatus.

b. Departmentcore requirements(requiredof all studentsin the department)
have been increasedfrom 45 to 54 hours. Theprimaryreason for this
changeis to provide a strongerandmore comprehensivefoundationin
leisurestudies. This increaseresults from a redefinitionofthe
fundamentalcore requirementsin theory,practice,and researchnecessary
to be successfulin the field--with the increasein leisure studiescore (to
strengthenthe theoreticalunderstandinggroundedin social science)and
managementcore (to strengthenthe theoreticalunderstandingand the
applicationin the leisure serviceindustry)requirements.

c. The hours requiredin the concentrationshavebeen reducedfrom 21 to 15-
17hours, dependingon concentrationarea.

d. Electiveshavebeen increasedfrom 14to 16-18hours, dependingon
concentrationarea.
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PROPOSAL TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY

2. The number of concentrationsis reducedftom four to three to streamline
departmentalcourseofferingsand due to the dwindlingnumberof studentsin
the Park & NaturalResourceManagementconcentration. The remaining
concentrationsare CommunityRecreationManagement,SportManagement,
and Tourism Management. Studentsinterestedin Park & Natural Resource
Managementare directedto the Departmentof NaturalResourcesand
EnvironmentalSciences.

JUSTIFICATION: Sincethe last revisionto the undergraduatecurriculumwas
approvedin 1995,the field ofleisure studies and its deliverysystemshave changedin
both diversityof content and level of sophistication. In preparingthis proposal, the
departmentexaminedcarefullythe knowledgerequirementsfor entry-levelleisure
service managers and emergingtrends in the field of leisure servicedelivery. The
proposedrevisions address: (1) the skills necessaryfor criticalthinkingand analysis,(2)
a strongunderstandingof generaleducationareasof study,(3) the theoreticaland applied
knowledgenecessaryfor professionalpractice,and (4) the abilityto expressideas and
communicateorally and in writing.

BUDGETARY AND STAFF IMPLICATIONS: TheDepartmenthas 11facultyto
meet the needs of both the undergraduateand graduateprogram. In addition,searches are
currentlyunderwayfor two additionalfacultymembersbringingthe total to 13beginning
FYO5. The proposed curriculumrevisionswill not require additionalfinancialresources
or staffmg. Most ofthe courses in this proposalhavebeen taught as special topics
courses for the past several years and do not constitutenew line items on, or a
reallocationof, the departmentalbudget. In addition,reducingthe number of
concentrationsfrom four to threehas providedsome flexibilityin facultyreassignments.
The proposedrevisionsmaintainan appropriatefacultyteachingload. Proposedchanges
will not significantlyincreaseour demandson libraryor computerfacilities.

GUIDELINES FOR UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION: Throughgeneral
educationcourseworkrequirements,studentsare able to expandtheir historical,aesthetic,
cultural, literacy,scientific,andphilosophicalperspectives;improvecritical and
analytical thinking;and learnskills in fmding,managing,and communicatingknowledge.
A strong "core" set of coursesbuilds the theoreticalbase of understandingas well as
applicationin the'profession. Throughthe concentrations,studentsare affordedthe
opportunityto focus a portion of their studieson a majormarket segmentof the leisure
servicesindustry. All students,regardlessof the concentration,will graduatewith the
same degree.

~



PROPOSAL TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY

CLEARANCES:

G ~,.~
Dr. Cary'-McDonald, Department Head, Leisure Studies

t/- ),; - 0 '-I

Date

Ms. Kristi Bloom, Assistant Dean, Academic Affairs Date

Dr. Tanya Gallagher,Dean, Collegeof AppliedLife Studies Date

STATEMENT FOR PROGRAM OF SIDDY CATALOG: The cUITiculumprepares
students to design, manage,and deliverleisure servicesto a varietyof populationsin
diversesettings and providesa firm foundationfromwhichstudentsmaypursue graduate
studies. A broad generaleducationis emphasizedand complementedwith a core of
theoretical andprofessionalcourses. Beyond a strongcore integratingleisuretheory,
management,and research, the programallowsstudentsto focus their studieson a major
market segmentwithin the leisure and recreationfield. Thesethree areas of
concentrationincludecommunityrecreationmanagement,sportmanagement,and
tourism management. The 128credithoursrequiredfor graduationinclude a core set of
leisure theory and managementcourses;coursesin an area of concentration;a semester
long supervisedpracticum;and the requirementsof the GeneralEducationBoard.
(CUITiculumcataloguedescriptionattached,Appendixll)

Further informationregardingcareeropportunitiesis availablefrom the Directorof
UndergraduateStudies, 104HuffHall, 1206SouthFourth Street,Champaign,IL 61820,
(217) 333-4410.

EFFECTIVE DATE: August2004
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