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PROPOSAL TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY 
 

 

 

TITLE OF THE PROPOSAL:  
Establish a joint degree program between the existing Master of Architecture (M.Arch) and Master of Science 

in Architectural Studies (MS in AS) degrees offered through the School of Architecture 

 

 

SPONSOR:  
Abbas Aminmansour, School of Architecture (333-2834, AAmin@Illinois.edu) 

 

 

COLLEGE CONTACT: 
Professor Linda Robbennolt, Interim Associate Dean, College of Fine and Applied Arts (333-6061, 

weasel@illinois.edu)  

 

 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:  
The School of Architecture proposes to establish a joint degree program between the existing M.Arch. and 

MS in AS degree programs.   

 

The M.Arch. is a two year professional program for students holding a four-year Bachelor of Science in 

Architectural Studies (BS in AS) or a similar degree in architecture and recognized by the National 

Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB) for direct entry into a two year M.Arch. program. To earn this 

degree, students must complete a total of 62 hours of graduate credit. 

 

The MS in AS degree is a 1-year program. This degree is not accredited by the National Architecture 

Accrediting Board (NAAB).  The requirements of this degree include 16 credit hours of Architectural 

electives and 16 credit hours of free electives which are determined in consultation with the students Program 

Chair. 

 

The total credit hours required for obtaining the two degrees separately is 94 hours.  The Graduate College 

guidelines on joint degree programs allow for sharing of a maximum of 12 hours in a joint degree program.  

Therefore, the proposed joint degree program requires a total graduate credit hours of 82 credits.  Twelve 

credit hours of Arch-57X (design studios) will be considered as the hours counting toward both degrees. 

 

In order to participate in this joint degree program, students must be initially admitted to either the M.Arch. or 

the MS in AS degree program and submit the appropriate form to be admitted to the joint degree program.  A 

sample course plan for the joint degree program with the Structures Concentration is included in Appendix I 

of this proposal. 
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The proposed M.Arch.-MS in AS joint degree program does not affect or replace any of the existing joint 

degree programs the School offers in collaboration with other units.  

 

Both the M.Arch. and the MS in AS degrees will continue to be offered independent of this joint degree 

program.  Establishing the proposed joint degree program does not change the requirements or availability of 

the two degrees in any way. 

 

 

JUSTIFICATION:  
The School of Architecture at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has a distinguished history for 

educating some of the most technically competent architects. Our faculty’s teaching and research experience 

covers a wide range of areas within architecture.  One of the School’s long term strengths has been its 

graduate Structures specialization. 

 

For many years our M.Arch. degree has allowed our graduates to take the necessary exams and become 

licensed Architects and Structural Engineers (SE) in Illinois.  But, our graduates often experience rejection 

when attempting to register as licensed engineers in other states because they hold an architecture degree and 

are not credentialed in structures.  This has been a major issue for our graduates for many years. 

 

During the fall 2015 semester the School of Architecture proposed to establish a Structures Concentration 

under our existing MS in AS degree as well as the joint degree program proposed in this document.  The 

proposal to establish a Structures Concentration under the MS in AS degree was approved at all levels and the 

Provost’s Office recently informed our School that we are free to advertise the Concentration.  This proposal 

is the second portion of the solution to the licensing difficulties our Structures graduates face in other states. 

 

 

BUDGETARY AND STAFF IMPLICATIONS:  
This proposal requests establishing a joint degree program between two existing degrees (M.Arch and MS in 

AS) with no changes to the course requirements of each degree.  All courses required for the joint degree 

program have been offered for many years.  Admission levels for the two degrees will not change due to the 

joint degree program.  Therefore, no budgetary implications are expected as the result of this request. 
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STATEMENT FOR PROGRAMS OF STUDY CATALOG:  
The School of Architecture offers a joint M.Arch.-MS in AS degree program for students interested in pursuing both an 

M.Arch degree as well as one of the concentrations offered through the MS in AS degree program.  Completion of in-

depth programs (e.g. Structures) will result in recording of the Concentration on the student’s transcript under the MS in 

AS degree.  Per Graduate College guidelines, students in a joint degree program are permitted to count up to 12 hours of 

course work from one degree as electives toward the second degree.  Students interested in participating in the joint 

M.Arch.-MS in AS degree program must be admitted to and meet all requirements of each degree program and complete 

a minimum of 82 credit hours of graduate work.  Students with no undergraduate degrees in architecture and 

participating in the four-year M.Arch. degree program may petition to enter the joint M.Arch-MS in AS degree program 

upon completion of their required undergraduate courses.  The M.Arch. degree is a professional degree accredited by the 

National Architectural Accreditation Board (NAAB) but the MS in AS degree is not accredited. 

 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  
It is requested that this proposal be implemented as early as possible upon approval and encompass students 

already in the M.Arch. degree program at that time. 

 

 

 
September 14, 2015 version 
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Architecture 

Graduate Degree Programs 

The School of Architecture offers two graduate programs, leading to a Masters degree: 1) a two-year professional Master 

of Architecture degree and 2) a one-year Master of Science in Architectural Studies. 

The Master of Architecture (M.Arch) program is for students holding a four-year Bachelor of Science in Architectural 

Studies (or similar degree in architecture).  Completion of the M.Arch degree program requires 62 credit hours.  One 

may be admitted to the Master of Architecture program with Limited Standing if the student holds a bachelor's degree (or 

higher) in any field other than architecture.  M.Arch students with Limited Standing typically take two years to complete 

undergraduate prerequisite courses to attain full standing in the M. Arch program. The Master of Architecture degree is a 

professional degree accredited by the National Architectural Accreditation Board (NAAB). 

The Master of Science in Architectural Studies (MS in AS) degree program is for students holding a five-year Bachelor 

of Architecture professional degree or for students interested in pursuing one of the graduate concentrations offered 

through the School of Architecture.  Completion of the MS in AS degree program requires 32 credit hours.  The MS in 

AS degree is not accredited by NAAB. 

The School of Architecture, together with the graduate programs of Business Administration, Computer Science, Urban 

and Regional Planning, and Civil and Environmental Engineering, offers graduate programs leading to the following 

joint degrees: Master of Architecture and Master of Business Administration, Master of Architecture and Master of 

Computer Science, Master of Architecture and Master of Urban Planning, and Master of Architecture and Master of 

Science in Civil and Environmental Engineering (Construction Engineering and Management) (Structures).   

The School of Architecture, together with the Department of Landscape Architecture, offers a graduate program leading 

to the Doctor of Philosophy degree. 

The School of Architecture offers a joint M.Arch.-MS in AS degree program for students interested in pursuing both an 

M.Arch degree as well as one of the concentrations offered through the MS in AS degree program.  Completion of in-

depth programs (e.g. Structures) will result in recording of the Concentration on the student’s transcript under the MS in 

AS degree.  Per Graduate College policy, students in a joint degree program are permitted to count up to 12 hours of 

course work from one degree as electives toward the second degree.  Students interested in participating in the joint 

M.Arch-MS in AS degree program must be admitted to and meet all requirements of each degree program and complete 

a minimum of 82 credit hours of graduate work.  Students with no undergraduate degrees in architecture and 

participating in the four-year M.Arch. degree program may petition to enter the joint M.Arch-MS in AS degree program 

upon completion of their required undergraduate courses. The M.Arch. degree is a professional degree accredited by the 

National Architectural Accreditation Board (NAAB) but the MS in AS degree is not accredited 

  

http://www.arch.illinois.edu/
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Sample Course Plan for the Joint M.Arch.-MS in AS degree Program 

with the Structures Concentration1, 2 
 

 

FIRST SEMESTER SECOND SEMESTER 

ARCH-551: Structural Analysis 4 ARCH-553: Adv Reinforced Concrete Design 3 

ARCH-550: Reinforced Concrete Design 4 ARCH-552: Soil Mech & Foundations 3 

ARCH-57X: Architecture Design Studio3 6 ARCH-57X: Architectural Design Studio3 6 

ARCH Core Course3 3 ARCH Core Course3 4 

    

Total Hours 17 Total Hours 16 

    

THIRD SEMESTER FOURTH SEMESTER 

ARCH-554: Advanced Steel Design 3 ARCH-556: Advanced Structural Planning 4 

ARCH-577: Theory of Architecture3 3 ARCH-560: Advanced Structural Analysis 3 

ARCH-57X: Architectural Design Studio3 6 ARCH-57X: Architectural Design Studio3 6 

ARCH-595EQ: Seismic Design of Buildings 3 Elective4 4 

    

Total Hours 15 Total Hours 17 

    

FIFTH SEMESTER  

ARCH-501: Architectural Practice3 3   

ARCH Core Course3 4   

Electives4 10   

    

Total Hours 17   

Total Overall Credits: 82 hours 

 
1  This is a sample schedule only. 

2  Students must obtain approval from their advisor before registering for each semester 

3  Core course for the M.Arch degree 

4  Recommended elective: 

Arch-558: Structural Wood Design (3 hours) 

Arch-559: Structural Masonry (3 hours) 

Arch-555: Prestressed Concrete Design (3 hours) 

Arch-595IN: Integr Des & Constr Bldgs (4 hours) 

 












