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Proposal from the Senate Educational Policy Committee 
	

TITLE: Clarification of Policies on Graduate Minors and Concentrations 

RECOMMENDATION: A minimum of 12 graduate hours is needed for either a graduate minor 
or a graduate concentration. While pursuit of either credential may increase the total 
number of hours needed for a degree, hours earned toward a concentration, because it is 
considered a specialization or acknowledged complement to a major, are counted as part 
of the minimum needed for that major. For minors, each student’s major department will 
determine the extent to which hours earned toward a minor may or may not count toward 
any general electives that may be included in the minimum hours needed for the student’s 
degree.  

BACKGROUND: Senate-approved standards have been under review by the Graduate College 
for several years. After unintended consequences of changes approved administratively in 
2013 were noted in 2014, further study was requested to ensure that the changes were not 
creating undue disincentives to pursuit of these credentials. The recommendation 
presented here is the result of a series of studies by the Graduate College and a series of 
discussions, both separately and jointly, by the Graduate College and the Educational 
Policy Committee.   

JUSTIFICATION: Minors and concentrations are transcripted credentials that add value to 
graduate degrees and encourage interdisciplinary study. A minor represents completion 
of a program of courses defined by one or more units outside the student’s major 
program. A concentration represents completion of a specialized program within a major 
or of an interdisciplinary program designed to complement the major.   
 
Under proposals approved by the Senate in 2004 and 2005, minors have required a 
minimum of 12 hours. The Graduate College determined in 2013 that the previously 
endorsed minimum of 24 hours required for concentrations was an undue disincentive 
and therefore recommended lowering that minimum to 12 hours while noting that several 
concentrations require substantially more than the minimum. A master’s concentration of 
24 hours, for example, would represent a significantly greater fraction of the total hours 
required than would a doctoral concentration of the same number of hours. 

 The Graduate College initially sought to require that all hours earned toward a minor be 
in addition to the minimum number of hours needed for the degree to which it was 
attached. However, after unintended consequences, especially for master’s programs that 
allow and in many encourage use of electives outside the major area of study, were noted, 
the Graduate College approved a proposal endorsing the original 2004 Senate standard of 
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allowing each student’s major department to determine the extent to which hours earned 
toward a minor may count toward the minimum needed for his or her degree. 

The Graduate College noted that requiring 12 or more additional hours could add a 
semester or more to a student’s plan of study. Allowing students’ major departments to 
determine whether a minor's credits may contribute toward the degree allows graduate 
minors to more easily fit into some programs and may therefore increase graduate student 
use of the minor. 

 Attached appendices include, for information purposes, an unmodified copy of the most 
recent proposal approved by the Graduate College Executive Committee and an 
unmodified copy of its most recent study of practices at selected peer institutions.  

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE: Fall 2015. 






















