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UNTVERSITY oF ITTINoIS
er URBANe-CUAMPATcN

College of Business

Office of the Dean
260 Wohlers Hall
1206 South Sixth Street
Cl.ranrpaigrr, IL 61820-6980

July 15, 2013

Ilesanmi Adesida
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Provost
University of Illinois at Urbana Charnpaign
2 I 7 Swanlund Administration Building
601 East John Street
Champaign,lL 61820

Dear Ade,

As Dean of the College of Business, I am pleased to give the College's and my full and
enthusiastic support of the Center for Business and Public Policy's (CBPP) application to IBHE
for permanent status as a Center. No other academic unit on campus focuses exclusively on the
intersection of business and public policy, although several units are doing work that is
complimentary to the CBPP. This has allowed the CBPP to create productive interdisciplinary
relationships across our campus and, indeed, the entire University.

The CBPP provides valuable research, teaching, and public engagement in four primary areas:

l. Business and individual tax policy
2. Govemment insurance programs (e.g., Social Security, Medicare, public

employee pensions, federal catastrophe insurance, etc.)
3. The effect of health care policy on businesses, consumers and the economy
4. The effect of energy and environmental policy on businesses, consumers and

the economy

These areas align precisely with three key elements of the Visioning Future Excellence strategic
goals of the Campus: of economic development, energy and the environment, and health and
wellness.

The CBPP has been able to attract top research faculty who have already begun to position the
College and Campus for national leadership in advancing knowledge of public policy,
particularly on topics related to the interactions of governments, businesses, organizations, and
markets. In addition, the Center has aided in several retention issues in our College.

tclephonc 217-333-2747 . fax 217-244-31.18 . el¡ail BUSdea¡r@illinois.edu



From a research perspective, faculty affiliates are expected to produce research on topics related
to the interactions among governments, businesses and markets that advances knowledge (as

measured by publication in leading academic journals) and that has applications to businesses

operating in a "mixed" economy (i.e., a regulated market economy in which the government is

an important actor, as in the United States and all OECD/developed nations). Thus, the research
produced by the CBPP will be, on average, more applied and more interdisciplinary in nature

than is often the case in discipline-centered departments.

The CBPP faculty members teach students how to analyze the effects of public policy on

organizations engaged in both the commercial and the non-profit sectors, consumers, and

society. This is an invaluable skill for future leaders who must make strategic decisions in a
complex environment. New in 2013, the teaching mission will include the offering of a graduate

"Business and Public Policy" minor to master's students in the College of Business Accountancy
(MAS) program.

The CBPP public engagement is both national and international. Activities have included
testifying before the U.S. Senate and the Govemment Accounting Standards Board, as well as

providing the keynote address to the European Union's Finance Ministers. The director of the

CBPP, Professor Jeff Brown, has been active in the discussions regarding the State of Illinois
pension issues, producing several white papers, opinion pieces in numerous leading newspapers

in the state, and testifying in Springfreld. In addition, each year the CBPP provides public events

for students, faculty, staff, and the community to engage with high-profile policymakers and gain
insights into a wide variety of public policy topics.

The College of Business strongly supports the application for permanent status of the Center for
Business and Public Policy. This Center will continue to play avital role in teaching, research,

and public engagement for the College and Campus, and provide leadership nationally and

internationally in advancing knowledge in the area of public policy. The CBPP has shown itself
to be a great partner with several units on campus, especially the Economics department in LAS
as well as the Law School. It is our strong conviction that this center be granted permanent

status on our campus.

Lany DeBrock
Josef and Margot Lakonishok Endowed Dean

Sincerely,



Office of the Provost andVice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs

Swanlund Administration Building
601 East fohn Street
Champaign, lL61,820

July 30,2013

Gay Miller, Chair
Senate Cornrnittee on Educational Policy
Office of the Senate
228 English Building, MC-461

Dear Professor Miller:

Enclosed is a copy of a proposal from the College of Business to permanently establish the

Center for Business and Public Policy. The Center was temporarily established in 2007.

JeffBrown, CBPP Director, will serve as the primary contact for the proposal.

Sincerely,

UrrlrvERSITy oF llrtNors EPj4J7

AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

tl*n *A,6
KristiA. Kuntz
Assistant Provost

Enclosures

c: J. Brown

telephone Qln ß3-6677 c fax Q1.7) 244-5639




